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w< ! iusl whal to do witl old Iin ins. Tl wi ti -

lined clearly severai hundred useful ariicles thal
rl be made with the cans. Among these w< rc hang-

,ng Y nd flower pots, drink and milk
patls, sall and pepper holders, clock cases, j»:j><¦ i

I1-1!'; i' "¦"¦ pen and pencil holders, 1.li chps, serapl»askel , picture frames, iin scrcens, and similar articlc
All you nceded in making these ariicles of general usc
were a pair of scissors, some wirc, u oldering outfit, a
hammcr, a few riveting nails and a little patienccnius.

rhc American iin can is really a wonderful factor in
our national life; but it is one of tl dest, shrinkinglittle faclors ih.it are likeh to be unnoticed unless we
stoplo considcr them. We have somany tin cam around
n> all the time thai wc take it as .> matter of coursc thal
they have always been with us. There are countries

where .ni American tin can is considered .. won
.. il prize. Explorers in the hcarl of darkesl Africa

have found tribal Kiiigs exhibiting with greal pride
among their possessions a few shiny, well polishcd tin

ln Sibcria, along the shon ol Bering Sir.ni. na
tn. tribes picked up empty tin cans thrown away by
some ]>.is-.in^ whalerand looked upon them as ol fnore
value than pearls or rubies. In no I. ss than two ^..u,!
& Island tril)es, American tifi i ans were used by <; i<
as medicinc cups which were supposed topo esscharm
to banish sickness. Bul all uch feti hi m rapidlybeing banished from the face of the earth l>y the manu-

irers of American tin cans. They areflooding tl
world with their products, and soon one cannol Im 1"
anywhere in the desert, the wilderne or in the cold
Ai li. regions withoul finding the companionship of an
empty American tin can.

Thii is aid advisedly, a onemayfulh realizc when
outpul <i the industiy is considered. We manu-

facture only a little less than tw<> thousand million tin
.i vear, and the outpul is steadily on the ini rease.

lt all th. .. .iti- were latd end t,, end, thi y would bell
the glol>e four times or more. Think of a hundn rl thou-
sana miles of tin cans, big and little, and all full of some-
thinj lible or useful! They are all fllled. Tin cans are
not made for ornament or for idleness; thej an madi '.;
lill, and American farms, orchards, mincs and waters
furnish the matcrial thal goes into them. Ii we ^'" back

1850, w, shall find that few tin cans were made or
used. Peopie didn't eafl canned 1.1 then, nofl to any
greal extent. ln the first place, they were afraid ol it;

ing pul up in cans was viewed with suspicion.
Well, the country was smaller then, and peopie 50I

along with less. ln season they had all the delicacies
ould be raised in garden and orchard; bul oul

.: thej weni without. Thev didn't begin to
the variety wc enjoy on our tabfcs today -and all
-<. they di spiscd the tin can, or didn't know whal

a blessing ifl could confer upon mankind. Then eame
'ivil \V,,r. with its great armi. s in the field to feed,

and raikoads so inadequate thal whole regiments half
starved, and the country through which they mareheil
ma led of crops thal the grasshoppers com-
mitted l< in despair. Th. n wa only on. possible

iti .:i to the problem of feeding tin- armies in the
.- some kind ad tn 1. fur-

md shipped to the men.

Tin Can's Opportunity
THA'i the opp rtunity of the tin can. Il ro e to

md gradually di ipelli 11 h. u pi. ion
l to it, Al the los. "r the Civil War the
.. ¦¦ in, and thei illowing 1.1 ade wit-

;.:',-. ¦¦ lustn Expcri-
¦ri.-d ..ii extensively in every direction,

it, vegetabli nd fish were pu p ii
ipper] moU»sl parl ol
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intri li ead of representing
irkol .' e industn-, this was really onh

beginning it. We :. 11 learrn I th arl inning :-
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t lin food after .1 ,... ¦.¦ .ti; 1'iit there waa mueh
tol* k*arned, and ingenuit) and invention et to work
i" olvi .ill the diffii ull probli ms. New pn* .,f
canning, and new machinery for making lh« van and
hermetteallv ;ealing them when filled, gavc n
to the infani indu tn*.

sii; |R92 \.(. have l»een manufa. turing our own 'in
plate. Prior to that time we imported mo tof th. ma*
i.ii.il: but after th.- industry goi well establi it
jumped from 12,119,000 pounds of tcrne plate in IK92
lo 894,411,000 pounds in 1901. This home manufa. lure
of tin plat< .¦. another impetua to the manufa. 'ure

.'.. Imlk "f tho American tin plat.- product
r,'"'n.^ to can manufacturer Since 1901 the manu*
fa« lure of tin plate ha im rea ed so rapidly thal it rep-
re nt on. of the dozen big industries of the country,
Tl tin .m manufa. turers have reached oul into n. w
field and today w< can aboul everything of an edible

ful natun
A .1. illu .. ition i>f ,:i'- effei t the tin an h upon
er indu tri. ,con ider f< »r an in ing Im i-

ness of the two coa and inland water On thi At¬
lantic Coa ' alonc there are cnough canning tabli !.-
in. ji! to keep busy three thousand fi hing vi el and
twenty-five thmtsand fishermen. Tl vorkei in en*

I chiefly in deep water fishing. In additkm to 1 ia
two thousand oyster 1"...' an employeil gathering the
lusctous bivalves for canning fa« tone i.and twentj thou*
nd men manning th. hoal orworkingonthelK*d and

floats. Then there are v< rai thousand more men en¬
gaged in gathering clam loh t< r an illopi t"i the
canning factorii On thePacifieCoast thi almon m*
nerie constttute one of the great mdustrii and ..n

army of fifty thousand peopl is rmployed in them.
Th. fa '"ri'' send canned almon to everj parl of the
world.
Thcbigmeal packcr pul upmillion of dollars* worth

of ni'-ai in tin .an- every year, and this parl of their
bu iness i . almo a sten ive as their fresh rneal pai k*
itiK'- In fruit- and vegetables the canning factories have,
if possible, made their gre ite * g lin. There i-n't a fruit
or vegetabl. grown in Atneri. a today thal i n'i anned,
They are canned in their original tate, such as whole
pineapples and corn on the cob, and in ill sorts of eut,
¦li. .-1. quartered, and pulped conditinn. The tin ...u

has thus nol only contributed to the comforl and con*
veniencc of the hou ekeeper at home ami abroad, but
it ha led i" a revoltttion in .','' growing "f vegctabka
and fruil
Scasons Have Disappeared

BEFORE th. lincanbecam. u li an imfjortantfactor
in our national life, immense regions "f fertile ..il

eould tv be profitabh cultivated, on accottnl «.f the
great distanei from market. li wa found by tesl that
the limate and soil of manv of th. region were emi-
nently adapted tothe gmwtri and propagation of certain
peri nable fruil and egi tables. The developmenl of
the canning industry broughl these favorable distrieti
immediately into toiich '.\i,; the mosl di tani market.
r tories were located in the hearl of agricultural
regions, an 1 fartner would .ultivat. thousands of acres
to furnish cannerie with their products. There was
lv uncertaintv aboul this Irind ri agriculture. The
canneri. sconti i. u d with the farmers for all their pn* -

uce at certain prices. There was nothing so sun n

tl i The owm . of g.1 land ;impl> figun ul
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